BC Representative Report Fall 2009

The spring and summer were rather quiet for the BC region of the CTA.  As always the Gift of Life dragon boat team and other recipients who are paddlers represented the transplant world well.  Gift of Life received excellent National TV coverage for their participation in the largest North American dragon boat festival, Rio Tinto.  Congratulations on their participation in such a huge event.  Susan Harrison (liver) and Margaret Benson (double lung) paddled on two different women’s teams based out of North Vancouver. They attended a number of festivals and not only did well in their divisions of competition, but also proved organ donation works.

Six BC athletes attended the World Transplant Games on the Gold Coast in Australia. This group proved to be very strong, proud Canadians.  Looking fantastic in their red and white uniforms they brought home a total of 12 medals, 3 gold and 9 silver. The BC crew also set a few world records. Congratulations to Robbie Thompson (heart), Angela Burghard ( kidney), Aaron Cleogh (kidney/pancreas), Marvin Meissner (kidney), Dick Lingham (liver) and Margaret Benson (double lung).  They not only represented Canada well, but made BC CTA very proud.  Their fond memories will stay with them for a long time.

BC CTA is preparing for our fall activities.  We will have a booth at the Healthy Heart Patient Education Day on Friday, Oct.2rd at St. Paul’s Hospital.  We hope to educate other recipients about the importance of a healthy active life style after transplant and register new members to the Canadian Transplant Association.

Mark your calendars for our next big event the 4th annual Halloween Dance on Friday, Oct.23rd, 7:30pm.  Raffle, door and costume prizes, silent auction, spot dances, great food and amazing music by Pacific Wave Productions are all part of this special event.  Tickets are $15.  Come join the fun.

BC Transplant is hosting the World’s Biggest Walk on Sunday, Oct.25th, 12 noon at Lacarno Beach in Vancouver.  We encourage all CTA members to attend this special event.

From BC CTA members we wish you a happy, healthy fall and winter.  Here’s to a fantastic 2010 and hope to see all of you in Quebec City for the National Games in August.
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