In Nova Scotia, organ transplant patients have had reason to celebrate in 2009

 In January, a program was announced by the provincial government which provides up to $1,500 per month in assistance for travel and accommodations costs for patients who are required to relocate out of province for more than three months to receive medical treatment.  In June the new provincial government formed by the New Democratic Party took its office with the campaign promise that they would allocate $750,000 annually to assist in the travel and accommodation costs for medical treatment not currently available in the province. Nova Scotians eagerly await the fall sitting of the Provincial Legislature where the budget containing the funding for this program will be presented.
Lung Transplant website http://www.nslungtransplant.ca/ and the Lung Association of Nova Scotia together presented separate lotteries for VIP concert tickets to Neil Young and Paul McCartney.  Combined, these lotteries raised about $10,000 for lung transplant patients living out of province while they wait for or recover from lung transplant surgery.
Double lung transplant recipient Trevor Umlah celebrated the second anniversary his transplant in style. First by acting as Chairperson of the 2nd Annual NS Lung Transplant Classic golf tournament held July 25th at Northumberland Links near Pugwash, then by competing in the Credit Union Atlantic Lung Run 5K on August 9th, where an elite field of runners smashed records not only on the clock but also in numbers of participants and in fundraising for the Lung Association of Nova Scotia. 

Plans are underway for the Canadian Transplant Hockey team, the Transplant-O-Saurus Rex (TxRx), to play its first exhibition game during the National Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Week in April 2010. The team recruits eligible hockey players to promote organ donation in their communities and to play together when possible.  Transplant recipients as well as donors and donor family members are eligible for the TxRx roster. Spouses, family and friends are also encouraged to play in exhibition games as each game’s roster space permits.  Interested players are encouraged to contact Trevor Umlah by e-mail at ummer29@gmail.com. More information on the team can be found at http://www.txrxhockey.ca.

