Some Dreams do become a Reality with Work and Perseverance

 “How can I give back” That was my question to myself one January morning as I lay in bed.

   Our son, at age 38, had a kidney transplant a year previous with my best friend as a living donor. As I was lying in bed and brainstorming the decision to decorate a float with” Organ Donation Awareness” my theme formed.

   After many phone calls and contacts with others, I had a covered wagon and a team of horses to pull it as our starting point. Then other personal from the various transplant groups thought the idea was great, something new and different, and were willing to assist with banners, posters, information packages, wrist bands, pins, donor card awareness and candy. 

    The evening before we were to decorate, I was informed – No Horses – to pull the wagon. We quickly decided to still use the covered wagon, but to pull it with a quad, ATV. Friday evening, 10 of us decorated our float and Saturday morning before the parade started, was judging time. We all smiled when we were presented with a blue second place ribbon for the Not for Profit float group.

    As we drove down the main street of Castor, Alberta on Saturday morning July, 

we received applause and tears from the large crowds of spectators for our theme.

   Two local families were very moved by the “Organ Donor Awareness” theme.

One family has a daughter who had received a lung transplant, while the other family has a granddaughter who has received a new heart. I am proud to report both being very successful.

   Our float team consisted of Lerry and Janet Davis (who lost their teenage daughter to brain trauma and had all her organs and tissue harvested for transplant to others), their niece and friend, as well as my family. Our son, Carey, the kidney transplant recipient, was our photographer. On the float was our son-in law, Les Smith and our three grandsons, Michael, Hudson and Greyden, throwing out the candy, balloons, wristbands, and other donor awareness items.  Walking on each side of the float our daughter Gaylene, and donor mom Janet, were passing out the Kidney Foundation bags filled with transplant awareness items to the adults along the parade route. My husband, George, brother in-law Gerry and I, watched with pride as our float entry for the Castor Rodeo Day parade on July 25th, passed by us.

   Special thanks to David Smith, President of the Canadian Transplant Association, along with the support of the Kidney foundation, Liver Foundation, and H.O.P.E program, of Edmonton. We could not have done this without your help.

My dream did become a reality with the help from many others. Thanks to everyone involved in making my dreams come true.   - Diane Brisbois, Castor, AB

